
   Animal Diseases/Conditions or Human Zoonotic Diseases of Agricultural Interest

Required Reporting  A disease or condition that is legally required to be reported to an agency in Ohio.  Suspected and lab‐
confirmed cases must be reported.

Voluntary Reporting A disease or condition that is not legally required to be reported, but is encouraged to be reported 
due to potential human or animal health concerns.

Lab‐confirmed  Case   An animal or person with positive laboratory findings using a test or combination of tests that is 
generally accepted as unequivocally diagnostic.

Suspected Case An animal or person displaying a clinical syndrome generally compatible with the disease and/or 
positive results on a screening test.

Outbreak An unusual incidence of disease. This can be as few as two cases that have potential to be 
epidemiologically linked in time or place (a premises, a county)  or by a shared exposure.

Ohio Animal and Zoonotic Disease Reporting Reference
This document was developed as a reference for veterinarians, animal caretakers, medical and public health professionals to 
provide information about recognition and proper reporting of dangerously infectious and/or zoonotic diseases of animals in 
Ohio.  Information is also provided regarding reporting requirements for some human zoonotic diseases.  For more detailed 
information, please contact the appropriate agency listed below.  

Required reporting of disease in animals—Report suspected or diagnosed cases by calling one of these agencies:                          
Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) Division of Animal Industry at (614) 728‐6220 or (800) 300‐9755 
US Department of Agriculture (USDA) at (614) 856‐4735 or (866) 536‐7593  

Voluntary reporting of human disease of agricultural interest—is encouraged as listed in the voluntary reporting column.

Additional information is available at these Web sites:
ODA‐Division of Animal Industry: http://www.ohioagriculture.gov/animal
USDA‐Veterinary Services:  http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/index.shtml

   Human Illness/Condition or Animal Zoonotic Diseases of Public Health Interest

Required reporting of disease in humans—Report suspected or diagnosed cases to your local health department (LHD).  A list 
of LHD's can be found at: http://www.odh.ohio.gov/localHealthDistricts/localHealthDistricts.aspx 
 
Voluntary reporting of animal disease of public health interest—is encouraged as listed in the voluntary reporting column.

For information on zoonotic disease control and human health, contact the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Zoonotic 
Disease Program at (614) 752‐1029 or (888) 722 4371.

Additional information can be found at these Web sites:
ODH—Zoonotic Disease Program: http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhPrograms/idc/zoodis/ZooMain1.aspx
ODH—Infectious Disease Control Manual: http://www.odh.ohio.gov/healthResources/infectiousDiseaseManual.aspx

   Wildlife Unusual Mortality & Morbidity

Call the county wildlife officer or the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) at (614) 265‐6300 or (800) 945‐3543.  A 
list of wildlife officers can be found at: http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/Home/ContactUsStandIn/tabid/18270/Default.aspx 

    Definitions
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Animal disease 
Human 
disease

Unusual Mortality or Morbidity: Cause 
Unknown

ODA/USDA LHD If animal disease event is associated with possible human illness, contact 
LHD. Voluntary report outbreaks in wildlife to ODNR.  

Anaplasmosis LHD Because ticks are the vectors of both human and animal diseases, lab-
confirmed cases in animals can be voluntarily reported to LHD and to 
ODA/USDA. 

Anthrax ODA/USDA LHD Voluntary reporting to ODA/USDA of confirmed human cases is encouraged.

Bites - dog, cat or ferret exposed to 
wild/exotic mammal or bat

LHD             
see comment

Animal bites from a wild/exotic mammal or bat are required to be reported to 
LHD.

Bites - person bitten or having rabies 
exposure to a mammal

LHD

Blastomycosis LHD - 
outbreaks 

Confirmed clusters of animal cases may be a sentinel event and reporting to 
LHD is encouraged.

Bluetongue ODA/USDA -  in 
sheep & goats

Voluntary reporting of lab-confirmed cases in other livestock to ODA/USDA is 
encouraged.

Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy ODA/USDA
Botulism LHD Ascending flaccid paralysis of animals in public areas that could put humans 

at risk is encouraged to be reported to LHD.
Brucellosis ODA/USDA -  for  

B abortus, B. 
melitensis  and 
B. suis in any 

animal  

LHD Voluntary reporting of lab-confirmed cases in animals to LHD is encouraged, 
especially where potentially infected animals may enter the pet market.  
Voluntary reporting of human cases to ODA/USDA is encouraged when there 
is exposure to livestock. 

Campylobacter LHD Voluntary reporting to LHD of lab-confirmed animal cases associated with 
compatible illness in humans is encouraged.

Ceratomyxosis ODA/USDA
Chlamydiosis (Psittacosis or Ornithosis) ODA/USDA - in 

poultry 
LHD Voluntary reporting to ODA of other avian (non-poultry) cases is encouraged. 

Notify LHD if a recently acquired pet bird has a laboratory confirmed infection.  
Voluntary reporting of any human illness associated with any non-avian animal 
with chlamydiosis is encouraged.   

Chronic Wasting Disease ODA/USDA Sick or suspect wild white-tailed deer or other free-ranging cervids should be 
reported to ODNR. 

Classical Swine Fever (Hog Cholera) ODA/USDA
Contagious equine metritis ODA/USDA
Cryptosporidium LHD Voluntary reporting to LHD of lab-confirmed animal cases associated with 

transmission to humans is encouraged.
E. coli O157:H7 LHD Voluntary reporting to LHD of lab-confirmed animal cases associated with 

transmission to humans is encouraged.  
Ehrlichiosis LHD Because ticks are the vectors of both human and animal disease, lab-

confirmed cases in animals can be voluntarily reported to LHD.  
Encephalitis - Eastern Equine ODA/USDA LHD Virus is spread through mosquito vectors to humans; voluntary reporting of lab-

confirmed animal cases to the LHD is encouraged.
Encephalitis - Venezuelan ODA/USDA Virus is spread through mosquito vectors to humans; voluntary reporting of lab-

confirmed animal cases to the LHD is encouraged.
Encephalitis - West Nile Virus LHD Virus is spread through mosquito vectors to humans. Voluntary reporting of 

lab-confirmed animal cases to the LHD and ODA/USDA is encouraged.
Equine Infectious Anemia  ODA/USDA
Equine Herpesvirus 
Myeloencephelopathy (EHV1)

Voluntary reporting to ODA/USDA of suspect and lab-confirmed animal cases 
with neurologic signs is encouraged.

Disease or Condition
REQUIRED REPORTING

Voluntary Reporting & Comments
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Animal disease 
Human 
disease

Disease or Condition
REQUIRED REPORTING

Voluntary Reporting & Comments

Equine Viral Arteritis Voluntary reporting to ODA/USDA of lab-confirmed animal cases is 
encouraged.  The reporting requirement for this disease is currently under 
review.

Foot & Mouth Disease ODA/USDA See Vesicular Diseases.

Foreign Animal Disease Suspect ODA/USDA

Fowl Typhoid (S. gallinarum ) ODA/USDA
Hantavirus LHD Lab-confirmed animal cases are encouraged to be reported to LHD as a 

sentinel event.
Histoplasmosis LHD - 

outbreaks 
Lab-confirmed animal cases are encouraged to be reported to LHD as a 
sentinel event.

Infectious Encephalomyelitis ODA/USDA
Infectious Hemaopoietic Necrosis ODA/USDA
Infectious Laryngotracheitis ODA/USDA - 

avian, other than 
vaccine induced 

Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis ODA/USDA
Infectious Salmon Anemia ODA/USDA
Influenza ODA/USDA-avian 

cases with H5 / 
H7 or high 
morbidity / 
mortality

LHD Reporting of suspect human illness associated with animal respiratory disease 
to LHD is required as it may be a novel virus. Reporting animal influenzas to 
ODA/USDA other than H5, H7 or high path is voluntary, but encouraged.

Lead & Heavy Metal Poisoning LHD The source of lead & heavy metal poisoning in animals may also pose a threat 
to humans, especially children. Reporting to LHD is encouraged.

Leptospirosis LHD Voluntary reporting to ODA/USDA of animal cases is encouraged.   Voluntary 
reporting to LHD of lab-confirmed animal cases associated with transmission 
to humans is also encouraged.

Listeriosis LHD Voluntary reporting to LHD of lab-confirmed animal cases associated with  
transmission to humans is encouraged.

Lyme Disease LHD Reporting of lab-confirmed animal cases to the LHD is encouraged, as 
information may be valuable for identifying areas where infected ticks may be 
present. 

Methicillin-resistant Staph Aureus 
(MRSA)

LHD - 
outbreaks

Notify LHD if a recently acquired animal from a commercial source or from a 
public venue has a lab-confirmed infection, or if an animal is linked to human 
infection.  

Monkeypox ODA/USDA Voluntary reporting to LHD of lab-confirmed animal cases associated with  
transmission to humans is encouraged.

Mycoplasma gallisepticum ODA/USDA - in 
turkeys

Newcastle Disease ODA/USDA
Paramyxovirus (other than Newcastle) ODA/USDA - in 

poultry 
Plague LHD It is highly encouraged that any suspected clinical case in animals be reported 

to the ODA/USDA & LHD.  Suspect wild mammal die-offs should be reported 
to ODNR.

Proliferative Kidney Disease ODA/USDA

Lymphocytic Choriomeningitis ODA/USDA Reporting to LHD of human suspect cases associated with rodent exposure is 
encouraged.
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Animal disease 
Human 
disease

Disease or Condition
REQUIRED REPORTING

Voluntary Reporting & Comments

Pseudorabies (Aujeszky’s disease) ODA/USDA
Q Fever LHD Voluntary reporting to ODA/USDA of animal cases is encouraged.  Voluntary 

reporting to LHD of lab-confirmed animal cases associated with transmission 
to humans is also encouraged.    

Rabies ODA/USDA and 
LHD

LHD Suspect animals should be reported ASAP. Hold body of any rabies suspect 
animal until it is certain there were no human exposures.

Ringworm Voluntary reporting to LHD of animal cases recently acquired from a 
commercial source or from a public venue, or linked to a humans case is 
encouraged.   

Rocky Mt Spotted Fever LHD Because ticks are the vectors of both human and animal disease, lab-
confirmed cases in animals can be voluntarily reported to LHD.  

Salmonella ODA/USDA -      
S. pullorum & 

gallinarum

LHD Voluntary reporting to LHD of animal cases associated with transmission to 
humans is encouraged.  Voluntary reporting of S. abortus ovis to ODA/USDA 
is encouraged.

Scabies ODA/USDA - 
Psoroptic cattle & 

sheep scabies

LHD - 
outbreaks 

Voluntary reporting to LHD of animal cases recently acquired from a 
commercial source or from a public venue, or linked to a human case is 
encouraged. 

Scrapie ODA/USDA
Spring Viremia of Carp ODA/USDA
Toxoplasmosis LHD - 

congenital 
and 

outbreaks

Voluntary reporting to LHD of lab-confirmed animal cases associated with 
transmission to humans is encouraged.

Transmissible Spongiform 
Encephalopathies

ODA/USDA LHD

Trichinosis LHD Voluntary reporting of animal cases to ODA/USDA.  Voluntary reporting to 
LHD of animal cases associated with transmission to humans is encouraged.  

Tuberculosis ODA/USDA LHD TB in pets may raise zoonotic concerns, please contact LHD.  Voluntary 
reporting of human cases to ODA/USDA is encouraged when there is 
exposure to livestock or animal products. 

Tularemia LHD It is highly encouraged that any suspected clinical case in animals be reported 
to the ODA/USDA and the LHD. Wild rabbit die-offs should be reported to 
ODNR.  

Vesicular Diseases ODA/USDA
Vesicular exanthema ODA/USDA
Viral Hemorrhagic Fevers ODA/USDA LHD

Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia ODA/USDA

Whirling Disease ODA/USDA   

Yersiniosis LHD Voluntary reporting of animal cases to ODA/USDA.  Voluntary reporting to 
LHD of lab-confirmed animal cases associated with transmission to humans is 
encouraged.
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