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Ohio EMA Mitigation Branch

The mission of the Mitigation Branch is to integrate hazard 
mitigation principles in a variety of ways to make Ohio communities 
more sustainable and citizens more resilient in the face of future 
disaster events.

– Develop and maintain the SHMP

– Assist Ohio communities in local mitigation planning efforts

– Administer FEMAs Hazard Mitigation Assistance grant programs

– Chair the State Hazard Mitigation Team



Local Hazard Mitigation 
Planning

• Disaster Mitigation Act of 
2000 (DMA2K) 
amendments to Stafford 
Act

• 44 CFR 201.6

• FEMA approved local 
mitigation plan is required 
to apply for FEMA HMA 
grants

• Mitigation projects 
proposed for HMA funding 
must be discussed in plan



Program Administration by 
States Pilot Program

Grant is awarded and 
work begins

Draft plan submitted 
to state for review

Draft sent back to 
county with changes 

requested

County makes 
requested changes 
and sends back to 

state

State forwards plan 
to FEMA for review

FEMA reviews plan 
and sends back to 

state with requested 
revisions

State coordinates 
with FEMA and sends 

back to  county

County makes 
changes and sends 

back to state

State reviews and 
sends plan to FEMA

FEMA issues an 
approval pending 
adoption  letter

State sends letter to 
county with request 

for adoption 
documents

County sends 
adoption documents 

to state

State sends adoption 
documents to FEMA

FEMA issues 
approval letter to 

state

State sends FEMA 
approval letter to 

county
Everyone’s HAPPY!!



Collaborations with OSU

• Guest speaker in 
resilience course

• Austin E. Knowlton School 
of Architecture
– Fayette

– Perry

– Guernsey

• Ohio EMA Internship 
Program

• Ottawa open space re-use 
project
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State of Ohio Hazard Mitigation 
Plan (SOHMP) Overview

• Stafford Act requirement

• 44 CFR 201

– HIRA

– Mitigation Strategy and 
Priorities

– State Mitigation 
Capabilities



SOHMP Update Schedule

• November 2017 – Apply for FEMA grant

• July 2018 – Grant award

• December 2018 – Submit DRAFT plan to FEMA

• March 2019 – Submit FINAL plan to FEMA

• May 13, 2019 – Current SOHMP expires



Enhanced Plan Benefits

$0.00

$5,000,000.00

$10,000,000.00

$15,000,000.00

DR-4077 DR-4098 DR-4360

Over $5 Million in Additional Federal HMGP Funds

Standard Plan Enhanced Plan



State Hazard Analysis Resource 
and Planning Portal (SHARPP)

https://sharpp.dps.ohio.gov/ohiosharpp/



Hazard Mitigation Assistance 
Projects

• 78 HMA projects 
totaling $13 Million 
in Federal funding

Number of HMA Projects

HMGP FMA PDM



February 2018 Flooding

• Rainfall totals during 
incident period 5 – 9 
inches

• Ohio River at Cincy 
highest since 1997

• 22 counties declared 
for PA

• $44 - $100 Million in 
damages

• $9 - $20 M in HMGP
• First project awarded 

in 36 working days!



HGMP-DR-4360



Delaware State Park 
Campground



Toledo West Side Montessori 
Tornado Safe Room



Tornado Safe Room Building 
Code Moratorium in Schools

• Applies only to school 
buildings

• September 15, 2019

• Meetings scheduled 
with the Ohio Facilities 
Construction 
Commission



Ohio Safe Room Rebate 
Program

• 184 safe rooms 
completed to date

• 168 safe rooms pending

• $2.3 M awarded with 
$1.5 M spent to date

• HMGP funded 106

• PDM funded 78

$1,008,474 

$129,109 

$349,235 

Grant Funds Spent as 
of October 2018

Federal State Homeowner



Application Website Update



Ottawa Open Space Re-use

• Environmental 
Law Institute 
and UNC

• Over 60 vacant 
lots with open 
space 
restrictions



Ohio EMA Flood Mitigation 
Technical Assistance

• Ohio EMA staff will:

– Research data on flood 
insurance and repetitive 
loss structures in your 
community

– Meet with your local 
mitigation planning team

– Meet with local officials 
and/or property owners





NIBS 2017 Interim Report:
Natural Hazard Mitigation Saves



New Outreach Efforts

• Esri Story Maps to highlight mitigation success stories
– Whims Ditch 

http://oema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appi
d=83452bcf6dc443ae8622841b81822fa4

– City of Fairfield 
https://oema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?ap
pid=abb4b81b2cab48ef886e5298ce1a5040

– Ohio Safe Room Rebate Program 
https://oema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?ap
pid=b3961d0529ad43f49f92dfcff95a9547

http://oema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=83452bcf6dc443ae8622841b81822fa4
https://oema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=abb4b81b2cab48ef886e5298ce1a5040
https://oema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=b3961d0529ad43f49f92dfcff95a9547


Disaster Recovery Reform Act

• Section 1234 – National Public Infrastructure 
Predisaster Hazard Mitigation - Allows for six 
percent of disaster costs to be available for pre-
disaster mitigation if:
– Building codes are adopted and enforced
– Projects are cost effective

• Allows funds to be used for resilience and 
requires FEMA to define what resilience means

• Program expires in five years



Disaster Recovery Reform Act

• Section 1210 – Duplication of Benefits (DOB)

– Allows President to waive general prohibition on 
DOB

– Directs that the President may NOT determine 
that a loan is a DOB

– Allows HMGP funds to be used for eligible USACE 
projects



OEMA Mitigation Branch Contacts

Steve Ferryman, CFM
State Hazard Mitigation Officer
Tel. (614) 799-3539
saferryman@dps.ohio.gov

Sharon Rolf
Mitigation Specialist
Tel. (614) 799-3530
srolf@dps.state.ohio.gov

Luan Nguyen
Mitigation Planner
Tel. (614) 799-3531
lknguyen@dps.ohio.gov

Keven Clouse
Mitigation Specialist
Tel. (614) 889-7163
kclouse@dps.ohio.gov

Web. http://ohiosharpp.ema.state.oh.us/ohiosharpp/

FAX 614 799 3526

Jacob Hoover, AICP, CFM
Mitigation Supervisor
Tel. (614) 799-3538
jmhoover@dps.ohio.gov

Daniel Clevidence 
Mitigation Specialist
Tel. (614) 799-3533
dtclevidence@dps.ohio.gov

http://ohiosharpp.ema.state.oh.us/ohiosharpp/

