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Governor DeWine Orders Hiring Freeze for 
State Agencies, Boards, and Commissions 

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—Ohio Governor Mike DeWine announced today that Ohio will take steps to 
cut expenditures in state government.  

"Commercial activity is slowing down across Ohio, and as a result, state revenues will also go down 
dramatically. It is important, as Governor, that I take action now," said Governor DeWine. "The 
earlier we start slowing down the spending, the more impact it will have." 

Governor DeWine ordered an immediate hiring freeze for all agencies, boards, and commissions 
under the control of the Governor. The only exceptions are for positions that provide:  

• a direct response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
• safety and security 
• direct care or institutional services 

Governor DeWine also ordered:  

• A freeze on pay increases and promotions for state of Ohio unclassified and exempt staff.   

• A freeze on new contract services for the state of Ohio, except for those services that are 
necessary for the emergency response. 

• That state agencies work to cut unnecessary spending up to 20 percent for the remainder of 
this fiscal year and next fiscal year. 

Governor DeWine also pulled back spending requests for a variety of projects that needed legislative 
spending authority.  

CHILD CARE/DAY CARE:  

Governor DeWine announced today that any child care facility that remains open to care for 
children under a Temporary Pandemic Child Care license must give priority to families on the front 
line of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 



Placement of children must first be offered to kids with parents who are healthcare workers, first 
responders, hospital and clinic staff, pharmacy staff, children service workers, adult protection 
workers, developmental disability aides, mental health counselors, psychiatrists psychologists, 
nursing home workers, elder care workers, home health care workers, and dentists.  

Any remaining childcare openings will be open to other families.  

Parents can enroll now. A full list of child care centers operating under the special license can be 
found at http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc.  

REMINDER:  

Ohio's "Stay at Home" order goes into effect at 11:59 p.m. tonight. The full order is 
available here: Director's Stay At Home Order 

Answers to frequently asked questions are available here: Stay at Home FAQs. 

COVID-19 OHIO DATA:  

There are 442 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Ohio and six deaths. A total of 104 people are 
hospitalized. 

Confirmed Deaths: Cuyahoga (1), Erie (1), Franklin (2), Lucas (1), Stark (1) 

Confirmed cases: Ashland (1), Ashtabula (3), Belmont (2), Butler (17), Carroll (2), Clark (1), 
Clermont (5), Clinton (1), Columbiana (2), Coshocton (3), Cuyahoga (149), Darke (1), Defiance (2), 
Delaware (7), Erie (1), Franklin (44), Gallia (1), Geauga (2), Greene (1), Hamilton (26), Hancock (1), 
Highland (1), Huron (1), Knox (1), Lake (8), Licking (1), Logan (1), Lorain (24), Lucas (9), Madison 
(1), Mahoning (23), Marion (3), Medina (15), Miami (17), Montgomery (7), Portage (2), Richland (1), 
Sandusky (1), Stark (12), Summit (28), Trumbull (3), Tuscarawas (2), Union (1), Warren (5), 
Washington (1), Wood (2) 

UPDATES NOW AVAILABLE IN MULTIPLE LANGUAGES: 

Video of today's full update can be viewed on the Ohio Channel's YouTube page.  

The Ohio Channel will make these briefings available in numerous languages, including Spanish, 
within a few hours after each update is complete. A list of all available press conferences can be 
found under the "Video" tab, and translations are ready when the "CC" symbol for closed 
captioning is visible the lower right of the player. 

To choose a language for subtitles, first click on the "CC" symbol in the lower right of the player, 
select the settings icon (the gear next to the CC button), and choose the subtitles/CC option. Click 
the "auto translate" option and choose your preferred language for closed captioning. 

For more information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-833-4-
ASK-ODH. 
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https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjMuMTkxODMyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vamZzLm9oaW8uZ292L2NkYyJ9.Dn3vUrJUb4t_VYpwXZaWHykT7t0OiJUsU7v595myRvo%2Fbr%2F76512368570-l&data=02%7C01%7Ckblackwell%40dps.ohio.gov%7Ce96bbd4c25054b64e77d08d7cf6cf523%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637205939183783041&sdata=vZqdLIGsrn%2Fkwn5ryNFXn6oEhugsX2gAnoTe5YqOQuc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjIuMTkxMjkwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL09IT09ELzIwMjAvMDMvMjIvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xNDA3ODQwL1N0YXklMjBIb21lJTIwT3JkZXIucGRmIn0.SF2uu5zCSl5LtgEsAAkzznbWB3mvL0V2boDPWkKubi0%2Fbr%2F76473915872-l&data=02%7C01%7Ckblackwell%40dps.ohio.gov%7Ce96bbd4c25054b64e77d08d7cf6cf523%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637205939183783041&sdata=ZXlAQ4xzbQZb61c7MNv%2Ft5mcKj1tQ1Iyn9%2BunLYpNWg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjMuMTkxODMyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvZ292L2NvdmlkLTE5L2hvbWUvc3RheS1hdC1ob21lLWluZm9ybWF0aW9uL3N0YXktYXQtaG9tZS1vcmRlci1mcmVxdWVudGx5LWFza2VkLXF1ZXN0aW9ucyJ9.WmSnPIzhzkWF7a6RfTLSlAdLZGp2HQbPB2M7GQiV6-g%2Fbr%2F76512368570-l&data=02%7C01%7Ckblackwell%40dps.ohio.gov%7Ce96bbd4c25054b64e77d08d7cf6cf523%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637205939183793008&sdata=o6TFxcFvwWH3y9RoyrvrKTVF8OjYBQ3eK2%2B8JAWaBDQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjMuMTkxODMyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS9jaGFubmVsL1VDcG9yYVhDZWFPSmdaS3o3eTNDMHpiZyJ9._AY11D8U-BY-N4ws5hVN7ynqSe7U9Sp2iNYD9PhFbZg%2Fbr%2F76512368570-l&data=02%7C01%7Ckblackwell%40dps.ohio.gov%7Ce96bbd4c25054b64e77d08d7cf6cf523%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637205939183793008&sdata=L%2B0R9Uf9YCzEnkZA7pafkYEoC76IfiJv0gQjXDXA6qU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..R_ynRHXbSrOH37zaqM5Mauq6VvIT_rMyqLaEQgq9LsA%2Fbr%2F76436228066-l&data=02%7C01%7Ckblackwell%40dps.ohio.gov%7Ce96bbd4c25054b64e77d08d7cf6cf523%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637205939183802958&sdata=OZ7oOtxAISlI1HOxFwbMQYxmyqCd2pLi%2BxlqQUqqF3A%3D&reserved=0

